THEORY  OF  KNOWLEDGE
without reference to antecedents. Still, it "will always be advisable for an expositor to follow his directions, at least to the extent of giving some short account of the dissertation. This 1 proceed to give approximately in the place to which he has assigned it in his system.
The name of the principle (principiwni ration-is sufficientis) he took over from Leibniz and his successor Wolff, but gave it a new amplitude. With him, it stands as an inclusive term for four modes of connection by which the thoroughgoing relativity of phenomena to one another is constituted for our intelligence. The general statement adopted is, 'Nothing is without a reason why it should be rather than not be/ Its four forms are the principles of becoming (fiendi), of knowing (cognoscendi), of being (essendi), and of acting (agendi). (1) Under the first head come 'causes/ These are divided into 'cause proper/ for inorganic things; 'stimulus/ for the vegetative life both of plants and animals; and ' motive/ for animals and men. The law of causation is applicable only to changes; not to the forces of nature, to matter, or to the world as a whole, which are perdurable. Cause precedes effect in time. Not one thing, but one state of a thing, is the cause of another. From the law of
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